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Bringing people together 


Youth At Work In Bedfordshire 


ne of the liveliest Toc H 

groups has an average age 

of under 13. Nine young 
people from Kempston, near 
Bedford, are getting involved in 
Toc H with wonderful enthusiasm. 


They meet fortnightly in each 
others’ homes, and plan their 
work. They understand, though, 
that meetings should be fun as 
well, so they also play a few 
games and even have their own 
small tuck shop (which makes a 
small profit for their funds). As 
Laura, one of the newer members 
says ‘| like it because it’s fun and 
because it’s for charity’. 


They have now run two coffee 
mornings which have generated over 
£150. The last one, in October, was 
honoured by the presence of both 
the Mayor of Kempston and the 
Mayor of Bedford (see picture). Few 
branches can boast double-mayoral 
backing for events! The Bedford 
Mayor came because, a few months 
earlier, she had welcomed three of 
the group to say thank-you to them 
for their part in the Queen Mother's 
Birthday Parade, in June. At that 
reception she had promised to 
attend their next function. Their 
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participation in the Toc H contingent 
at QM100 also generated some good 


local publicity - not many Toc H 
members get into the papers 
dressed up as punk rockers, flower 
people or 2nd World War evacuees! 


At Christmas the group visit a local 
residential home for the elderly and 


sing carols, and last Easter they 


again visited, and gave out Easter 


eggs. Their next project is to take 
place shortly, and is a children's 
party. With a little help from the 
adults, they plan to entertain 40 
local children. 


Toc H 


Toc H is committed to bullding a falrer 
saclety by working with communities to 
promote friendship and service, confront 
prejudice and practise reconcillation. 


Toc H is about people. Founded in 1915, Toc H 
works to break down barriers between people 
by challenging their prejudices about others and 
the divisions which exist in society. Its work is 
based on Christian principles, and people of all 
faiths, and of none, are welcomed. 


Much of their work is, of course, 
alongside the local branch. They 
have helped at the Kempston 
Fun Day, the Wootton Millennium 
Fete and with the annual branch 
party for the elderly. They help at 
the Toc H shop, sorting games, 
toys and books. Last November 
they took part in the Armistice 
Day service organised by Toc H 
at the Kempston War memorial. 
They also look wider in their Toc H, 
and have been a very welcome 
presence at Area rallies and 

the December carol service at 

All Hallows-by-the-Tower. 


Toc H works with people from all walks of life, 
tackling social problems, such as loneliness 
and deprivation, through an approach which 
emphasises self-help, and encourages people 
to accept responsibility for themselves and 
their local community. 


Toc H uses the mode! of the compass to 
offer four personal challenges which are the 
inspiration for its members. 

These ‘Four Points of the Compass’ are set 
out on page 2. 


Toc H Is a registered charity Na 211042. 


THANK YOU... 
and PLEASE 


Point 3 is sent, FREE, to all 
members, because the CEC is 
convinced it is an essential 
communication tool. However 
we do invite donations. 


A good number of branches and 
members have made donations 
towards the costs during 2000. 
To you, we say a big thank-you - 
and we do hope you may feel able 
to repeat it during 2001, because 
the running costs go on! 


To those who have not yet felt 
able to contribute, we do ask that 
you try to send something - even 
if only to cover the postage. 


STAFF NEWS 


Martine Boone, who has been our 
liaison officer in Belgium, based at 
Talbot House, left the staff at the 
end of March. Martine has been 
with us for ten years, and has made 
many friends among those visiting 
the Old House. We wish her well for 
the future. 


The Four Points of the Compass are: 


. Friendship - ‘To Love Widely’ - 
to welcome all in friendship, 

. Service - ‘To Build Bravely' - 
to give personal service. 

. Fairmindedness - ‘To Think Fairly’ - 
to listen always to the views 
of others and to find one's 
own convictions. 

. The Kingdom of God - ‘To Witness 
Humbly' - to acknowledge the 
spiritual nature of man, to practise 
the Christian way of life, and to 
help the truth to prevail. 


Point 3 is the magazine of Toc H. It takes 
its name from the 3rd Point of the Toc H 
Compass, ‘Falrmindedness’. It seeks to 
inform, to encourage and to stimulate. 
Editor: John Mitchell c/o Toc H Central 
Services, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 

T Wel: 01296623911. Fax: 01296 696137 

toch.org:uk hag 
te : Ken Prideaux-Brune: 
Yext copy deadline: 16th May 2001. 
A full copy of the current editorial pollcy 
Is available on request from the Editor. 
The opinions expressed are those of the 
individual concemed and not necessarily 
the views of the Editor or of Toc H. 
While Point 3 is made available to all 
members free of charge, voluntary 
contributions are welcome. 
The Editors reserve the right to cut 
or précis articles and letters submitted 
unless the writer specifically stipulates 
otherwise. 
Printed on chiorine-free, 
environmentally friendly paper. 


Happy Birthday 


| 
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Central Services recently had two 
notable birthdays. Hazel Scarlett 
(Membership Officer) reached 65 and 
Tony McMullen (Accounts Clerk) was 
60. The staff marked the occasion 
with a celebration lunch. Hazel will be 
staying on as Membership Secretary 
until the end of July. 


Pancakes In 
Buckingham 
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| few weeks before Shrove 
' Tuesday it seemed that 
the annual Buckingham 


Pancake Race would not happen. 
After many years, no organisation 
could be found to run it. In stepped 
Ken Cockerton (CEC) who took over 
the organisation, brought in friends, 
and all went well. 


Toc H got some good publicity, and 
many people had an enjoyable day. 
Nearly £100 was raised through 
roadside collections for victims of the 
Indian earthquake. Our photo shows 
Tetsuya Ichikawa, from Buckingham 
University, who won the adult race, 
with Ken - and pancakes. 


CENTRAL 
COUNCIL 2001 


As agreed in 1990, Council 
meetings are open (subject to 
space) to all Toc H members 
provided they pay their own 
costs. Members attending as 
visitors may take part in 
discussions, but may not vote or 
propose resolutions. 


Central Council in 2001 will be at 
The Hayes Conference Centre, 
Swanwick, Derbyshire from Friday 
2nd to Sunday 4th November. 
Residential costs start from 

£66 per person for standard 
accommodation. There are a few 
en-suite twin bedded rooms at 
£83 per person or, if used as a 
single, at £96.50. Day visitors 

are also welcome, but must meet 
the cost of their meals. 


If you wish to attend, contact 
Angela Gregory at Central 
Services by Friday 27th April at 
the latest, and tell her what type 
of accommodation you need. 
Spaces are limited - so allocation 
will be ‘first-come, first-served’. 
The full Council papers will be 
sent out in September 2001, but 
we need to know numbers of 
visitors well before then. 


Welcome to our 
New Members 


Gladys R Upton - Cheltenham 
Norman Simmons, Hilda Hamer - 
Chiltern Hills 

Isabella Jones - Colwyn Bay 

Roger Kelly - Cosby 

| Hediey 3uliock - Graeme 

Frederick Buss - High Brooms 

|| Patrick Blanckaert, Johan Regheere, 
Steven Vansteenkiste - Poperinge 
Ursula Drummer, Connie Ransom - 
Rushden Royal 

Brian Riley - Selkirk 

Willa J M Frost, Freda Ward - 
Wolverhampton 


Guest Members 


Barbara Mortimer - Mid East Reglon 
Sabine Palmer - South East Region 
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ne man born in South Africa, 
O one woman originally from 

Germany, two English Oxford 
undergraduates (including the author 
of this piece - Ed), one woman and a 
couple from Essex, one from London, 
one formerly a Greek Cypriot, a man 
from Buckinghamshire, and a woman 
from Hong Kong. Or eleven ‘Brits'? 
The aim of this cameo weekend - 
based at the Youth Hostel in Epping 
Forest - was to discuss ‘Britishness’. 
Is this label still applicable to such a 
multi-cultural nation? What are the 
issues that unite or divide us? How 
much is Britishness a part of our 
individual identities? How welcoming 
should we be to asylum seekers from 
other countries? What should they 
expect from ‘Britain’? 


In our first discussion we considered a 
list of twenty traditional images of 
Britain. The local pub, roast beef and 
foxhunting were suggested alongside 
democracy and Protestant Christianity. 
Did these still fit today? We quickly 
shot down Protestant Christianity, and 
went on to a lively debate that 
ultimately dismissed ten of them. The 
British Empire, an incorruptible civil 
service and Battle of Britain spirit were 
displaced by single-parent families, 
angry Britain and tea with milk. 


Stephen told us of his delight, on 
arriving in Britain as a five-year-old 
from South Africa, in discovering the 
crazy phenomenon of green grass. 
Much to his disappointment however, 
as a hot summer followed, his fairy- 
tale pastures turned brown and dry. 
Expectations and first impressions are 
often deflated by the harsh reality of 
day-to-day life in Britain. Arriving in 
London from Cyprus many years ago, 
Mary was shocked by the city's bleak 
and oppressive, soot-blackened 
buildings. The assortment of ‘British’ 
images that filters across international 
boundaries gives rise to asylum 
seekers’ visions of white Christmases, 
parks and green trees, streets paved 
with gold, and a perfect education 
system. In fact however, these 
romanticisms conceal the reality of 
dreary weather, homelessness, a 
strong alcohol culture, a lack of family 


Tea With Milk 
A Cameo Weekend in February 


values, and a lack of discipline in 
schools. As Stephen discovered, the 
grass is rarely greener on the other 
side of the fence. 


Immigration policy 


Up until this point much of our 
discussion had leaned towards a 
more negative perception of ‘real’ 
Britain, and pity for refugees whose 
hopes and illusions are shattered by 
this reality. To consider the issue from 
a different perspective, we divided 
into three groups and assumed the 
political powers of the government of 
an imaginary country, ‘Castland’. 


Castland is a beautiful island in the 
Mediterranean, with a population of 
just over three million and an advanced 
political structure which includes a 
social security system. There is 
increasing pressure on ‘Castland’ to 
grant asylum to refugees. As a 
responsible humanitarian government 
what are your priorities? Should 
asylum be granted on the basis of 
numbers, national politics, individual 
need, professional situation, preference 
for former colonies, or other criteria? 
Whose need is more important, that of 
the refugees or that of Castland? 


These are just a few questions 
among many. The sheer number and 
variety of responses that emerged 
within each group, combined with the 
repercussions of any definitive 
decision, revealed the impossibility of 
a perfect system. One group 
intended to invest in land drainage, 
thereby creating a greater land-mass 
and potential for increased industry 
and thus absorbing more asylum 
seekers; another group suggested 
invading the country from which 
people were fleeing in order to 
annihilate the dictatorship which was 
persecuting them! Unfortunately 
Castland is already severely in the 
red and the only way to finance 
these plans, apart from potential 
international investment, was to 
raise taxes that are already among 
the highest in the Western world... 
and so on. 


After this a | 


vigorous mental 
work-out, we were all ready for 
nourishment. Mary obligingly 
took charge of the kitchen 

and produced a fantastic 
Mediterranean feast. It was 

great to watch and participate 

so freely within a team of people 
who, until that moming, had been 
complete strangers to one another. 
After dinner we strolled down the 

hill to the (very) local pub, just to 
reinforce our dominant image of 
‘Britain today’, and maybe to enjoy a 
sociable pint while we were there! 


What identity? 


The following morning we considered 
what exactly does constitute our 
individual identities, and what 
particular labels we object to. 
Surprisingly, Stephen was the only 
member of the group to locate gender 
as an unnecessary and imitating 
specification. Each of us composed a 
phrase that we felt most accurately 
defined our personal identities as well 
as, or instead of, nationality. The 
results were fascinating: on average, 
we felt hobbies and interests 
comprised 28% of the individual 
identity, family relationships 24%, 
faith 16%, occupation 16%, and 
national origin 16%. 


HOBBIES 
28% 


FAMILY 
24% 


Clearly the group members 
perceived themselves primarily as 
independent and unique individuals. 
That greater entity that we know as 
‘Britain’ is no longer relavant to our 
day-to-day reality. 


Emma Campbell 


p 
The Business Plan - An Update 


From the Chairman, Di Claxton 


Dear Members, 


As always, articles written for 
magazines tend to be out of date 
by the time they are read, and 

my last article for Point 3 is no 
exception. Therefore, as promised, 
l want to bring you the latest 
thinking about the future of Toc H. 


March 9th saw the Regional 
Officers Conference, held at Alison 
House, which was well attended 
and very positive. A week later 
Regional Chairmen attended a 
meeting with our solicitors in 
Birmingham. In the light of these 
two events, the current proposals 
look like this. 


GOVERNANCE 
BRANCHES/GROUPS memme 


Branches and groups (which | refer 
to as units here) would continue 

to be the frontline outworking of 
Toc H’s vision. They would enter a 
partnership agreement with their 
regional company. This would 
detail support which the unit could 
expect from its regional company, 
financial contributions, a statement 
of the fundamental aims and 
objectives of Toc H nationally etc. 
More work has to be done on the 
fine detail of these. 


REGIONAL COMPANIES (=== 


e@ The proposal is for 4 regional 
companies limited by guarantee. 
Each would exist as an 
autonomous company, registered 
both at Companies House 
and the Charity Commission. 
Each would also be largely 
independent and able to pursue 
its own particular activities. 


@ There would, of course, be very 
close links with the national 
movement. The regional 
companies would reflect the 
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national view at a regional level 
and a partnership agreement 
would set out the relationship 
between the national and 
regional bodies. 


The regional companies would 
govern all operational activity, 
and the local units would be 
where Toc H's vision and 
strategy was implemented. 


The regional companies would 
be the interface between 

the national movement and 
local units. 


Consideration will need to be 
given to the extent to which 
each of the regional companies, 
whilst retaining independence 
in relation to its day-to-day 
affairs, is capable of being 
influenced constitutionally by 
Toc H nationally. 


Toc H nationally will have a 
continuing responsibility and 
relationship with the companies 
and the Memorandum will 
include options as to how this 
may best be done. 


There would be a one member, 
one vote system for electing 
members of a regional board, 
with provision made for postal 
or proxy votes. Regional boards 
would then nominate a specified 
number of members to the 
national board. 


Money already held by units 
and regions, whether invested 
through Central Services 

or elsewhere, will remain in 
the regions. 


Staff will have specific 
responsibilities for areas of 
development e.g. Families 
under Pressure, and their 
costs will be met centrally. 
Regional companies can 
decide whether they wish to 
have (and pay for) a member 
of staff of their own. 


e The present financial propos 


al is 


that there is be an annual 
membership fee of £5, Payable 
through the region, to the 
centre; each unit to pay £100 
per year to the regional 
company; self assessment 

for voluntary giving to be 
maintained and encouraged, 


@ The companies would pay an 
annual contribution to the 
centre of 10% of expenditure 
in the region. 


e There would be a partnership 
agreement between units 
and the regional companies. 
Within this, it is expected that 
some elements would not be 
negotiable while others would. 


NATIONAL CHARITY memm 


@ There will be changes made 
to the Royal Charter, which, 
together with the Aims 
and Objectives, will ensure 
that governance fits the 
new structure. 


è Aims and Objectives will also 
go into the Memorandum of 
Association, hence the need 
for members to respond with 
their suggestions. 


@ The national charity would 
create strategic policy and 
have overall financial control. 


@ The national board would 
consist of members nominated 
by the regional companies, and 
a smaller number of co-optees. 


PROPERTIES 


It is strongly felt that branch 
rooms, residential properties, 
campsites etc are there to serve 
the charitable purposes of Toc H. 
Various options as to how these 
might be managed have been 
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suggested, but the favoured option 
is that of national Toc H owning the 
properties and leasing them to the 
regional companies at a peppercorn 
rent. The responsibility for 
maintenance would rest with the 
holders of the property and the 
lease would contain a full repairing 
clause. There is still much work to 
be done around the subject of 
properties. The Regional Officers 
welcomed the steps being taken to 
improve the management and use 
of our properties. We will let you 
know of any progress. 


The Regional Officers weekend as 
a whole was very constructive 
and gave them a good opportunity 
to discuss the plan and to share 
with CEC members the thoughts 
of their members. Overall the 
Officers supported the plan as it is 
now and felt that they would be 
prepared to sign up to it. 


At the meeting with the solicitors, 
also very constructive, there was 
much discussion about where 
membership would lie. The solicitors 
felt it was more appropriate for that 
to reside within the regional 
company set-up. By doing this 
members would be able to directly 
influence their region and give their 
board members the responsibility 
for nominating members to the 
national board, thus ensuring 

close links between the regional 
companies and national Toc H. 


| would like to reiterate to all 
members that I, and other members 
of the CEC, am available to you at 
any time and would welcome your 
ideas and thoughts. Thanks to 
those of you who have responded 
so far. We are all committed to 
ensuring a future for Toc H and 
want to assure you that we have 
not lost sight of Toc H's uniqueness, 
special vision and message. 


Yours, 
Di Claxton 


A group of members travelled to Talbot 
House last December to celebrate 

Toc H's 85th birthday during the World 
Chain of Light observance there. Tom 
Elliott, who did the driving, reports... 


ohn Burgess had the idea in the 
J- place. He recruited both old 

and new members most of whom 
came together over lunch at the Ensign 
Club on the 9th December (the home of 
the East London ‘Families under Pressure’ 
scheme - Ed) or later at the inspiring 
carol service at All Hallows by the Tower. 
The last member joined the group at 
Dover station. 


At the Ensign Club there were members 
who had travelled from all over the south 
of England. It was a chance to greet ald 
friends and make new ones. Then at All 
Hallows there was another opportunity 
to meet people who had travelled from 
farther afield. A service of readings and 
carols was enjoyed by all. What was even 
more enjoyable was the active presence 
of the young people from the Kempston 
Toc H Youth Group. It was good to see 
them being encouraged to join in 
traditional Toc H activities. 


So, after the service and birthday cake 
which followed it, we made our way to 


Toc H in the Borders 


big annual event in the Borders 

A: the Rededication Service at 
which Jedburgh and Selkirk 

Branches meet. Our photo shows the 


Poperinge. The streets of Poperinge 
were alight with Christmas decorations 
cheering our long and delayed journey. 
We had arranged to pick up the keys of 
the house from the baker next door; 
John did a brilliant job of grovelling to 
get the owner out of bed! 


Sunday afternoon found us helping 
members of Tubby's Poperinge Branch 
deliver gifts to the elderly people in 
Steenvarde. We also sang carols in 
English to the French residents. Later in 
the trip we visited the nearest memorial 
sites to give the first time visitors a taste 
of the Salient. 


The Rev. Jane Sherwin of Netherfield 
Branch and the Rev. Ray Jones, from St. 
George's in leper, led the opening and 
closing ceremonies of the 24 hour vigil. 
The format was slightly different to the 
published version from Lindridge 
because of the need to translate the 
pragramme into Flemish. Over 20 people 
from the Belgian branches shared the 
vigil, prayers and then supper. We 
celebrated with an ecumenical Eucharist 
at the end of the vigil. It really was a 
memorable joint effort cementing 
relationships between the Belgian 
members, the British contingent, the 
Tac H staff and St George's in leper. 


occasion last August at Jedburgh when 
the branch was joined by ten members 
from Selkirk. 


Both branches are active. Jedburgh’s 
main project each year, Secretary John 
Clamp tell us, is an ambitious coach 
trip for local pensioners - ‘It is always 

a pleasant day, and is now almost a 
tradition’ says John. This year they will 
be going to Alnwick ‘across the border’. 
To raise funds for this they sell donated 
books every Saturday morning. They 
also help local charities with funds, 
raised through coffee mornings. Some 
members regularly play dominoes with 
loca! pensioners. 
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Parkhurst Ladies Branch, in the Isle of 
Wight, marked their 50th birthday in 
February with a celebration and re- 
dedication. There are thirty members 

in the branch today. Shiney Hollis, 
secretary, tell us there are two who 
have been there throughout the life of 
the branch; Doris Foxworthy and Teddie 
Grant. Weli done Parkhurst. 


Many members will remember Mark 
Stubbs who, together with his colleague 
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IN BRIEF 


Steve Isaacs, crossed the Atlantic in 
1997 by rowing boat in the Atlantic 
Challenge. We now hear that Mark is to 
row it again, in a 33ft glass fibre boat 
called the Atlantic Spirit. Backed by 
Pete Goss, the man behind the ill-fated 
‘Team Phillips’ catamaran, Mark will be 
one of a team of four rowers who will 
leave the Scilly Isles in June and row ta 
Newfoundland. They aim to complete 
the crossing in 33 days which would be 
a new record. We wish him well. 


SELBY RAIL CRASH 

I'd like to take the opportunity to 
thank all friends in Toc H who 
remembered me and my family in 
their thoughts and prayers, and for 
the numerous messages of support, 
following the Selby train crash on 
28th February, in which | was a 
passenger. Probably because of my 
interviews for BBC radio, independent 
television news and the press, word 
seemed to quickly get around and 
Suzanne and | were most touched by 
the many well-wishes we received. 


My journey on the train, to represent 
Toc H at a briefing meeting on new 
government proposals for Post-16 
Citizenship, was unplanned and 
brought about by poor weather on 
the day. Sat on a carriage towards 
the rear of the train, | escaped with 
only minor physical injuries which did 
not need hospital treatment, but the 
psychological impact was greater 
than | had at first expected. This was 
brought about, | think, by witnessing 
first hand the scene of such horrific 
wreckage and knowing that ten 
people perished and very many more 
were seriously injured in it. 


Happily | can report that my 
recollections of the events that 
morning are occurring less 
frequently and are now rarely 
emotionally upsetting. Certainly the 
support and encouragement of so 
many friends helped in the healing 
process. Thank you. 

John Dunwell 

Bedale 


MEMBERSHIP FEES 

| read in a recent letter to members 
from the Director that under the new 
system there has to be a membership 
fee which must be ‘affordable and 
realistic’. Last November's Central 
Council actually defeated a resolution 
which suggested that non-payment 
of self-assessment during any one 
year would mean that the person’s 
membership would lapse, except 
where there were exceptional 
circumstances. This surely means that 
Council rejected the concept of 

a membership fee. With this is mind, 
who governs Toc H - an elected 
Central Council or who else? 


Evelyn Hunt 
St Alban's 


‘To Practise Thanksgiving’ 


difficulties, oblivious of the good 
things which surround us and are 
there for the taking. 


Past issues of the ‘Toc H Journal’, 
and ‘The Log’, contain many gems. 
Often they speak to our condition 
today as much as they did when 
written. This piece, written by 
Frank Figg, appeared exactly 50 
years ago in a time of post-war 
austerity. The language may seem 
dated, and perhaps not entirely 
‘politically correct’, but the message 
seems equally necessary today. 
Your Editor has taken the liberty of 
adding a few comments 


T= word ‘frustration’ is heard 
with increasing regularity 
from pulpit to platform, 
whilst the Press prints it on every 
page. It is becoming a password 
for political meetings and a word 
used in Toc H debates when at a 
loss for something original to say. 
Its popularity as an expression of 
feeling is becoming second only to 
‘couldn't care less’ and equally 
disastrous in its effects on the 
bored listener. Constant repetition 
of the word is making us take it for 
granted that others suffer from the 
disease and making us, in turn, as 
miserable as they claim to be. 


We have developed into a nation 
of moaners, (or complainers - Ed) 
who enjoy being miserable. Much 
of our time, in Toc H meetings 
and elsewhere, is devoted to 
dilating upon life's troubles and 


What's the use of praying with 
monotonous regularity’ ‘Teach 

us, Good Lord,... to practise 
thanksgiving...’ if in our contacts 

with our fellow men, we moan ’ 
about the lack of this and murmur 

about the shortage of that? Why 

do we say ‘For what we are about e 
to receive may the Lord make us 

truly thankful’ and spend the rest 

of our meal-time complaining about 

the shortage of food (or the quality 

- as has happened over the years at 
Central Council! - Ed). 


Taking a crippled child on her first 
outing from hospital for many 
years, | tootled slowly round the 
country lanes in my pre-war Car, 
wondering if | would ever be lucky 
enough to own a new one. After 
half-an-hour she broke the silence 
by saying ‘Isn't this a pretty ride? | 
think it's a lovely world outside.’ 


What's gone wrong with us? In the 
words of an American friend, it's 

time we ‘stopped narking’ and try 

to learn once again to ‘count our 
blessings’. Let us lift our eyes from | 
the gutter, hold our heads up and 
ensure that ‘to practise 
thanksgiving’ becomes a reality, 
and not a vain repetition of words. 


Before the Rickmansworth 
Camp-site was closed due 
to the foot-and-mouth 
epidemic (along with some 
other rural Toc H centres) 
a working weekend took d 
place in early March. A 
small group of regular 
committed volunteers 
worked hard building a 
children’s tree-house. 


Entry is through a trap 
door in the floor, and it will 
make a welcome extra 
facility for the many 
children who enjoy the site. 
It might also come in handy 
when the site next floods! 


Hans Temmel, who died in February 
aged 75, was a boy soldier in the 
German Army and his original home 
was Berlin. In 1946 he started work, 
after a brief spell with the Y.M.C.A., 

as an accountant to Toc H in Germany. 
He served as such until his retirement, 
and had many friends among his 

Toc H colleagues. Keith Rea, former 
Commissioner for Toc H in Germany, 
writes ‘to me personally he was a 
great friend and this friendship was 
significant as a bond surmounting the 
difficulties arising from the War. He was 
one of the most honest of men | ever 
met. | think he loved the friendship he 
found in Toc H. He will be sadly missed 
by his wife Irma and his family’ 


Florrie Marshall, Deal Branch, died in 
December. She will be missed by so 
many people for her work in Toc H. She 
was in the League of Women Helpers 
before joining the Toc H Women's 
Section. She held most offices, including 
secretary, branch and district chairman 
and Central Councillor and loved Central 
Council, where she could meet all her 
friends. She also did much for her 
church and the local Deal hospital. MG 


TRIBUTES 


Vivien Sharman, who died in December, 
was an extremely staunch and hard 
working member of Toc H. He instigated 
the Irish project, which gave children of 
mixed religious backgrounds a holiday 
in more peaceful surroundings. Here 
they could make friends, not enemies, 
of their companions. He also worked 
hard helping to get a Friendship Circle 
started. For the last few years he 

was our Pilot and a much loved, and 
loving, friend to Wakefield Branch and 
Members across the district. He is 
Sadly missed. AS 


Mary Watling and Ida Phillips, who both 
died in November, joined Llandrindod 
Wells Branch late in life. They attended 
regularly, enjoyed the fellowship and 
supported all our activities. Both had 
given long and distinguished service to 
the Women’s Section of the Royal 
British Legion. SJ 


Connle Donaldson died in February 
aged 98. She had been active in Toc H 
for over 50 years - in Southampton and 
Maybush Branches. She was a great 
Christian and worked tirelessly for 

Toc H and the Church. MP 


MY 
FAVOURITE 
PRAYER 


Jack Ward has sent us this 
prayer. He writes ‘This is one of 
my favourite prayers because it 
takes me back to when ! first 
became a member of the Great 
Harwood Branch in the early 
1960's. Len Chew was our pilot, 
and most weeks our closing 
prayers included it. It is as 
relevant now as when it was 
first written’, 


Almighty God, from whom all 
thoughts of truth and peace do 
proceed, kindle we pray Thee, 
in the hearts of all men, the 
true love of peace, and guide 
with Thy pure and peaceable 
wisdom those who take counsel 
for the nations of the earth, 
that Thy Kingdom may go 
forward till the earth be filled 
with the knowledge of Thy love, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord’ 


Philip Laws, who died in January, 
had been a member of Solihull Men's 
Branch since the early 1950's, and 
was active in all spheres of activity. 
He had been chairman on several 
occasions, a post he last held from 
1997 until the closure of the Branch 
in 2000. CT 


William Yock’ Tracey, who died in July 
last, was a highly valued and respected 
member of Llandrindod Wells Branch 
for over 20 years. He contributed in 
many spheres of activity, but especially 
gave many years of service as branch 
treasurer. He also served on the district 
team, of which he was also treasurer. 
He is greatly missed. SJ 


Although he had been ill for many 
months, the death of Derek Smith in 
January was a severe blow to Hayes 
(Kent) Branch. Derek had held most 
offices in the Branch, which he joined 
in 1946, and was also on district and 
regional committees. From an early 
age he was a keen cyclist and road 
safety and traffic control was of great 
concern to him. He was also an active 
in his lacal church. MB 


The Symbolism of ‘Light’ 


uring a break in proceedings at 

Central Council over thirty years 
ago, Charlie Brown, theri Central 
Councillor for Cardiff, had a 
conversation with Tubby. Tubby 


‘The oil poured in is the Holy Spirit. 


talked about the Toc H Lamp and 
the Ceremony of Light. Charlie 
made some notes which have found 
their way to the Editor, and we felt 
members might be interested. 


Unselfish service is the spark that ignites it. 
The flame is the Glory of God shining forth. 


Therefore, although the ceremony is a prayer, you should not close 
your eyes and bow your head, but look at the flame with eyes wide 
open, or else you will not see the Glory of God shining forth’ 


‘Bronze was chosen as the metal as it is dull and will not attract your 
eyes away from the flame. That is why it should never be polished’. 


OBITUARIES 


in January 

Mary Allsop Fareham 
Gladys Beardall Thanet 
Leonard French Seaford 
Yack’ Fuller Leeds 
Philip Laws Solihull 
Francis Nellson Wrexham 
Ivor Pethurst SE Region 
Vivian Sharman Wakefield 


Peter Tiffany Cirencester 


In February 

Jeffrey Christmas SE Region 
Constance Donaldson Southampton 
Betty Evans Treforest 


Harry Gee ME Region 

Thomas Jones ME Region 

‘Florrie’ Marshall Deal & Walmer 

Derek Smith Hayes 

Maureen Sterland Mansfield Woodhouse 
Hans Temmel Germany 

Harold Tozer Lindley 


Not previously recorded 

Mabel Dallimore Cheltenham 
William Jones NW/NW Region 
Ida Phillips Llandrindod Wells 
Jock’ Tracey Llandrindod Wells 
Harry Shrimpton SE Region 

Alice Watling Llandrindod Wells 


NOTICE 


ALISON HOUSE 
SUMMER 
PROGRAMME 


Painting in all media. Tutor David Newbould’s fresh 
and exciting approach to painting will 

inspire the experienced artist and give beginners 
confidence and understanding. 


13th to 18th May: Cost: £195 per person 
(£220 en suite) inc. tuition and VAT. 


Leisure Weekend. If you enjoy bridge, walking, 
sketching, visiting stately homes or other places 
of interest, this short break is for you. 


8th to 10th June: Cost £75 per person 
(685 en suite) inc. VAT. 


The Brew Holiday Week. More than a holiday, an 
experience of care and fellowship in the warm and 
friendly atmosphere of Alison House. Good food 
and company, time to discover interesting facts 
and places of Derbyshire, and a theatre trip. 


23rd to 30th June: Cost £240 (£275 en suite) 
inc. VAT and coach trips. 


Alison House Week. Make friends while enjoying 

a truly traditional week. The holiday will include 
walks, competitions and opportunities to visit local 
events, yet leave plenty of time for individual 
pursuits and relaxation. A visit to a country house 
or garden is usually arranged. 


4th to 11th August: Cost £240 (£275 en suite) 
inc. VAT and coach trips. 


Jack and Pat's Family Holiday. A chance to spend 
a few days in the friendly atmosphere of Alison 
House. If you feel you need some new friends, or 
are on your own without a family, this could be 
the holiday for you. 


16th to 21st September: Cost £160 inc. VAT 
(but excluding outings). 


Alison House Garden Companions. 
An opportunity to make new 
friends and reflect on the 

changes made over the 

last few years while 

helping to plan and 

prepare the gardens 

for next Spring. 

PS. You do not need 

to be a gardener! 


1st to 4th October: 
Cost £35. 


G.M.FOOD? G.M.BABIES? 


What does God think about G.M. Food? 
Is it right or wrong to modify 
the genes of a pig so that it 
grows a human (and therefore 
transplantable) heart? 


Would you allow sex selection of embryos? £; 


These and other topics about the issue ft 

of Genetic Modification will be the topic Cat 

of a 24 hour ‘CAMEO' at St Swithin's 

House, Barston in Warwickshire from 

Friday evening 10th August to 

Saturday evening 11th August. 

Cost £15. Min age 18 (unless bringing a parent!) 
Some the group will have a working knowledge of 
the scientific facts, but you are equally welcome if 
you have none. 


If interested, write to Lesley Whittaker, 
7 Wymering Avenue, Oaklands Estate, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton, WV11 2PH for more details. 


“REMEMBRANCE” 


You are invited to join a group, to take part in the Sunday 
11th November Armistice Day observation at the Menen 
Gate in leper, Belgium. Toc H Talbot House will be the 
base for this weekend. 


Members will be involved with the programme over the 
weekend, helping the vicar of St George’s Memorial 
Church in the preparation of the ceremonies and 
participating in them. There will be an opportunity to visit 
the Salient, the new exhibition in leper, and to take part 
in the Last Post ceremony at the Menen Gate at 8.pm. 


If you would like more details, please write to: 
John Burgess, 66 Park Meadow, Old Hatfield, 
Herts, ALO 5HB Tel/fax 01707 264949. Cost £140. 


WORLD CHAIN OF LIGHT 2001 


The World Chain of Light this year will be hosted by 
Toc H in Zimbabwe. The Lamp will be lit there at 9.0 
p.m. local time on 11th November, and members 
will maintain a 24 hour vigil by it. Branches in the 
U.K. should take Light at 9.0 p.m. GMT on the 11th. 


The ‘Toc H Journal’ and ‘The Log’ 


Central Services hold one complete set of Toc H 
Journals and Logs in the archive. It has a second set 
for reference purposes, which is kept there as well. A 
third set is being assembled so that copies may be 
loaned out for research, indexing and other reasons. 


There are two gaps in this third set. If any reader can 
donate the bound Toc H Journals for 1939, and/or bound 
Logs for 1964/65, it will be very much appreciated. 
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